AUSUStine Creek Ma«rSh New Castle County

In 1982 DelawareWild Lands madeits first acquisitionin the
Augustinaareawith the purchaseof the ArmstrongTract 25years
of persistenhegotiationgesultedin 240 acrescontaininga large
Great Blue Heron colony being saved This tract is largelya
freshwatemarshsystenessentidior feedingandnestingoirds
This propertycontainsover 130 acresof forestlandand abounds
with waterfowlshorebirds songbirdspirds of prey, deer, otter,
and smallgame Sadly,in 199], a threeyearinfestationof gypsy
moths killed a substantiahumber of mature trees causingthe
heronsto leave

The BettsTractwasacquiredin 1987 consistingpf 432 areaswith
over one mile of frontageon the AugustineCreek adjoiningthe
Armstrong property This property is in the heart of the
Augustine Fresh water marsh complex The entire Augustine
complex consistsof over 1,200 acresof impounded freshwater
marshlandwith an upland buffer. In early1990 DelawareWild
Landsbegama woodduck nestingorogramwith the installationof
50 boxes Over the yearsadditionalboxeshavebeenaddedand
300 boxesare now monitored and maintainedby volunteers In
2005 bluebirdboxeswereaddedto thefarm

Other tractsin the AugustineCreek Marsh areaincludethe Kux
Farmand the HarveyMoore property The Kux Farmis a 300
acre parcel bordering AugustineCreek adjoiningthe Augustine
freshwatermarsh This W U DrniaMh-aé¢tsas natural habitatfor
wildlife andthe interior pondsproviderestingareador waterfowl
The Harvey Moore property is approximatelyl10 acreswhich
providesa bufferfor our otherholdingsn the Augustinearea

Our holdingsin the Augustine Creek Marsh area now total
approximatelyl,100acres
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