
More than 50 years of Non- profit land 

protection in the state of Delaware 

In 1982 Delaware Wild  Lands made its first acquisition in the 
Augustine area with the purchase of the Armstrong Tract. 25 years 
of persistent negotiations resulted in 240 acres containing a large 
Great Blue Heron colony being saved. This tract is largely a 
freshwater marsh system essential for feeding and nesting birds.  
This property contains over 130 acres of forestland and abounds 
with  waterfowl, shorebirds, songbirds, birds of prey, deer, otter, 
and small game. Sadly, in 1991, a three year infestation of gypsy 
moths killed a substantial number of mature trees causing the 
herons to leave. 
 
The Betts Tract was acquired in 1987 consisting of 432 areas with 
over one mile of frontage on the Augustine Creek adjoining the 
Armstrong property.  This property is in the heart of the 
Augustine Fresh water marsh complex. The entire Augustine 
complex consists of over 1,200 acres of impounded freshwater 
marshland with an upland buffer.  In early 1990 Delaware Wild  
Lands began a wood duck nesting program with the installation of 
50 boxes.  Over the years additional boxes have been added and 
300 boxes are now monitored and maintained by volunteers.  In 
2005, bluebird boxes were added to the farm. 
 
Other tracts in the Augustine Creek Marsh area include the Kux 
Farm and the Harvey Moore property.  The Kux Farm is a 300 
acre parcel bordering Augustine Creek adjoining the Augustine 
fresh water marsh. This �W�U�D�F�W�·�V marsh acts as natural habitat for 
wildlife and the interior ponds provide resting areas for waterfowl.  
The Harvey Moore property is approximately 110 acres which 
provides a buffer for our other holdings in the Augustine area.   
 
Our holdings in the Augustine Creek Marsh area now total 
approximately 1,100 acres. 
 


