
Known for its unique flora and fauna and its endless historic and 

ecological research potential, the Great Cypress Swamp, located in 

Sussex County Delaware and Worcester County Maryland, is a 

mysteriously beautiful natural wilderness. Delaware Wild  Lands, 

Inc. began its quest to protect this area in 1964 with the purchase 

of 1147 acres. The acquisition of Layton Farms in 1967 thru 1974 

enabled the core of the swamp to remain intact.  The swamp is a 

fragile ecological wonder worthy of our attention, acquisition, and 

care. Today we are proud to have secured over 10,000 acres of the 

Great Cypress Swamp and our management and acquisition work 

continues. 

 

Our efforts in the swamp include over 15 years of  active 

management of the White-tailed Deer herd by Quality Deer 

Management guidelines, as well as Sustainable Forestry Initiative 

certified forestry operations. Our forestry operations not only 

generate much needed revenue, but also help pave the way for 

restoration projects.  We are currently working to improve site 

hydrology with  a network of water control structures and to help 

restore native Atlantic White-cedar wetland plant communities. 

 

Our most recent land acquisition in the Great Cypress Swamp is 

the Roman Fisher Farm,  a scenic 25 acre farmstead which serves 

as our base of operations in Southern Delaware.  We are currently 

reconstructing and renovating the farm with structures which 

resemble the original turn-of-the-century buildings, but with 

modern appointments.  Our 48õx52õ barn has become a 

community landmark, as well as a meeting place for organizations 

such as the Sussex County Farm Bureau, the Delaware Forestry 

Association, the Delaware Branch of the Quality Deer 

Management Association, and others.  Our recently completed 

guest house will provide accommodations for researchers and 

other guests of Delaware Wild  Lands. 

 

More than 50 years of Non- profit land 

protection in the state of Delaware 


