
Delaware Wild  Landsõ Milford Neck holding is comprised of over 

3,000 acres of protected land situated along the Delaware Bay.  Its 

beaches, dunes, forests, agricultural lands, and tidal wetlands 

provide critical habitat for migratory waterfowl, shorebirds, 

songbirds, raptors, horseshoe crabs, and numerous rare plants.   

 

Our investment in this ecologically important habitat began in 

1985 when Delaware Wild  Lands acquired 1,775 acres from The 

Del Bay Transport Company located near Thompsonville 

(Milford Neck, Kent County, Delaware). This vast acreage is 

complemented by a total of four miles of coastal and creek 

waterfront.  This $1.4 million purchase was the first step of a 

major protection effort in the industrially threatened Milford Neck 

area. Since 1985, Delaware Wild  Lands added to our Milford 

Neck holdings the Polk Farm (900acres), the Hoppstein Farm (10 

acres), the Webb Farm (300 acres), and the Mueller Farm (425 

acres). Our holdings represent a crucial portion of one of the 

largest remaining contiguous bocks of coastal forest, sand dunes, 

and marsh in the state of Delaware. 

 

The Milford Neck Preserve is part of a larger Conservation 

Management Area consisting of approximately 10,000 acres 

comprised of TNC land, a Delaware Wild  Lands preserve, and 

State Fish and Wildlife areas. The forests of Milford Neck make 

this area particularly unique among other coastal areas of 

Delaware and the mid-Atlantic.  While many large forest blocks 

have been fragmented by agricultural activities, Milford Neck 

retains one of the largest contiguous coastal forests in Delaware.  

The forest provides crucial habitat required by birds and other 

species that depend upon large tracts for migration, breeding, and 

shelter. 
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