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DELAWARE
WILD LANDS NEWS

“WHAT EXACTLY IS DELAWARE WILD LANDS, INC.?"

The one question we are asked more than any other.

The tough part of this question has to do with the length of time available in
which to answer. Quite simply, Delaware Wild Lands, Inc. is a private, non-
profit, tax exempt conservation organization whose purpose is to buy and
preserve certain natural areas. The problem with this short answer is that it
leads to many other questions which cannot be answered with a short, con-
cise description. The good part about this short answer is that it usually
sparks enough curiosity on the part of the questioner to demand further
explanation.

We believe that Delaware Wild Lands is as much a philosophy as it is a
working organization. When we first started our goal was simple. We raised
some money to buy 80 acres bordering Trussum Pond near Laurel. Trussum
was the catalyst...An eerie and beautiful spot that seemingly was kidnapped
from the Deep South and somehow deposited in Sussex County. Our
primary reason for beginning was to preserve that lovely spot for future
generations of Delawareans to enjoy.

The next thing we knew a major oil company began purchasing properties
in southeastern New Castle County, threatening the delicate balance of the
salt marshes in that area. We stepped in there and purchased some 1,900
acres before it was lost forever. Do you see what happened? In the case of
Trussum Pont we acted “hecause it was there”and not immediately threat-
ened. With the salt marsh area in New Castle County we acted because the
threat was immediate. So in less than one year our philosophy had changed.
And it has continued to change, or rather to build or expand, as the years
passed and the circumstances changed. Each new acquisition has been
brought about by different sets of circumstances. They have all been based
on the idea that they should be preserved, but not all for the same set

of reasons.

It should be pointed out here that we do not go out and buy every property
that we see. Obviously this would be impossible from any standpoint. We
look at each individual case and make our judgments accordingly. Those
properties which, in the opinion of our Board of Directors, are deemed to be
important according to several criteria, are the ones that we make every
effort to preserve. These judgments are not made lightly. Neither are we
always successful. Sometimes conditions and circumstances are such that we
are unable to accomplish our goals. When this happens it is disappointing
but it does not lessen our commitment in any way.

Some areas are much more endangered than others. In some cases the dan-
ger is imminent, in others, simply threatened. In yet others there really is no
danger, although some may be implied. These are the factors, among others,
which must be weighed. It is not a simple task. And up to this point we are

only talking about whether or not we can or should direct our efforts toward
the preservation of a particular piece of property.

In most cases the acquisition of these properties involved large sums of
money. Our job at this point is to raise the funds necessary to purchase the
lands, purchase still being the most effective means available by which to
achieve our goal. We are very fortunate in that there are a great many people
who share our beliefs and who make tax-deductible contributions to our
organization. These funds are used exclusively for acquisition. In addition,
several foundations have given substantial sums of money to us, again strictly
for acquisition. We must justify our expenditures by seeing to it that they are
not made without careful scrutiny being given to each acquisition. While we
have been fortunate in the past in raising necessary funds, we must be ever
increasingly aware that as prices go up, less and less can be done on a large
scale basis. Because of this, our decisions become increasingly difficult to
make. Ten or fifteen years ago we were able to acquire lands at a fraction of
today’s costs. Who knows what the cost will be in the next ten or fifteen
years; or the next five, for that matter. The obvious time to purchase property
is NOW. We cannot let this ever-increasing problem alter our thinking, how-
ever. We still must decide realistically which properties are to be sought after
and acquired.

It would be nice if we could simply save every natural area that comes to
mind but this is an obvious impossibility. When the conservation movement
became fashionable some twenty years ago or so, there was a great
groundswell of emotion and idealism was king. We have learned a lot since
those days and one of the great realizations is that as long as populations
continue to increase and the demand for land increases in kind, and as long
as the demand for energy soars, real conservation problems will increase
accordingly. What we at Delaware Wild Lands are trying to do is tackle one
of those problems and that is the problem, or rather the duty, to see to it
that future generations of Delawareans will be able to see and to enjoy some
of the rapidly awindling natural areas and the natural resources that those
areas provide.

We cannot say that“there it is in a nutshell.” Neither can we say these
are complete and total answers to the question “what exactly is Delaware
Wild Lands, Inc.?””

We have attempted to give some insight as to our reasons for being,
and hope we have sparked enough curiosity on your part to request
further explanation.

This article was first printed in 1980 but we feel it is still timely.
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